St Winifred's* School - April House Nursery Curriculum

The curriculum is based-upon the Early Years Foundation (EYFS) Strategy, which was implemented in September 2008. The Early Years Foundation Stage sets out the expectations of most children's learning and development throughout the foundation stage. The foundation stage is the period from birth to five years of age.
The EYFS curriculum is set out in six areas of learning, which are:
1. Personal, social and emotional development;
2. Communication, language and literacy;

3. Problem solving, Reasoning and Numeracy    
4. Creative development;
5. Physical development; and
6. Knowledge and understanding of the world.
Principles into Practice 
Themes:

· A Unique Child
· Positive Relationships
· Enabling Environments
· Learning and Development

Principles:
· Every child is a competent learner from birth who can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured.
· Children learn to be strong and independent from a base of loving and secure relationships with parents and/or a key person.
· The environment plays a key role in supporting and extending children’s development and learning.
· Children develop in different ways and at different rates and all areas of Learning and Development are equally important and inter-connected.
In April House, the curriculum is planned to enable each child to reach his or her full potential, and ‘Development Matters’  within each area of learning are integrated into various term topics, such as Ourselves, Growing, Transport, Colours, Water, Toys, Minibeasts, Homes, and People Who Help Us.
Age 2-3 years

Children will be joining April House Nursery throughout the academic year and will be at varying stages of physical, emotional, social and linguistic development. Therefore, activities are planned with children's diverse needs in mind.
Personal, Social and Emotional Development
· Children become familiar with the Nursery environment, are encouraged to interact
with other children and are assisted with trying new activities.
· Children learn to share and take turns, and continue to develop a sense of right and
wrong.
· Children are assisted with toilet training, and are encouraged to start to dress and
undress independently.
Communication, Language and Literacy
•
Children learn to sit attentively at story time, and are encouraged to select books from
the Nursery library. They will continue to develop language through joining in with
class rhymes and songs, and also through
Children are introduced to the letter sounds with the ‘Jolly Phonics’ scheme, and are assisted with pencil control. Children begin to recognise their names, which are displayed in several places within the Nursery environment.
Children are invited to contribute to group discussions, and they are encouraged to take turns during conversation, and respond to simple instructions.

Problem solving, Reasoning and Numeracy   
· Children begin to use numbers up to 5, to say them in order, and to count objects.
They learn number songs and rhymes, and begin to use language such as big, small,
long, short, heavy.
· Children develop their mathematical skills through practical activities, for example,
water and sand play, compare bears, number games and matching games. Activities
are planned to constantly reinforce number, colour and two-dimensional shapes.
Creative Development
· Children are introduced to different materials, such as: paint, clay, play-dough, glue,
textiles and junk modelling materials, and they have opportunity to participate in child-
led and adult-led activities. Children are invited to participate in the school art
competition during the Spring term.
· Various musical activities are included in the curriculum, and children are encouraged
to respond to music through movement, dance and song.
Physical Development
· Children begin to develop their gross motor skills through using large play equipment,
and all children are given the opportunity to use footballs, hoops, quoits and
beanbags. Parents are also given the option of sending their children to a gym and/or
swimming session. Children are awarded Persil Funfit certificates for basic skills.
· Children's fine motor skills are developed whilst using pencils, paintbrushes and other
small tools, small construction equipment, and malleable materials.
Knowledge and Understanding of the World
· Children have the opportunity to use a wide range of construction objects and
materials, and are encouraged to select equipment and materials independently.
· We have two CDROM-equipped PCs in April House Nursery, and children are
assisted in using programs appropriate to their stage of development. We use
number, alphabet and art programs.
· Children are encouraged to talk about their family and homes, and we regularly
discuss aspects such as the weather, animals, and the environment. We also
encourage children to tell the group any news they have.
Age 3-4 years
Most children will have attended April House Nursery during the previous year, or will have had experience in other early-years settings.
Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Children are usually eager to learn, and feel confident enough to speak out in a group. They are expected to be able to sit quietly at certain times, and to be able to concentrate for longer periods. They usually are able to interact well with their peers, and with familiar adults, and are encouraged to co-operate when working in a group.
· Children are encouraged to dress independently, and select and use resources within the Nursery independently.

Communication, Language and Literacy

· Children learn the letter sounds using the ‘Jolly Phonics’ scheme, and activities are planned to reinforce each letter separately.
· Children are assisted in forming the letters of their own names.
· Children are given many pre-reading experiences, and are encouraged to re-tell stories, and to look at books independently. Some children will be ready to begin reading, depending on their phonic awareness and understanding of elements of stories.
· We use the book share Heinemann Storyworld scheme (weekly), which is a shared reading scheme.
· Children continue to develop language through role-play and drama. Pencil control is usually effective enough to begin tracing overwriting, and eventually copy writing. Emergent writing is also encouraged in the role-play area.
· Children learn how to form each letter, and to recognise its sound.
Problem solving, Reasoning and Numeracy   
· Children use numbers 1-10 with confidence, and start to form them at this stage. They are usually able to match and sort objects, and identify colours and two-dimensional shapes.
· Children are usually able to use language to describe size, shape, position and quantity and they are encouraged to complete practical maths activities either in a group, or individually.
· During the final term, children are introduced to time, money and addition.
Creative Development
· Children continue to use effectively, a range of materials in two and three-dimensional forms, they are encouraged to work independently, and participate in more child-led activities.
· Children are encouraged to use more detail in drawings and paintings, and are given the opportunity to complete close observation work.
· Again, children are invited to submit a painting for the school art competition in the Spring term.
· Children continue to develop creatively through music and movement, and are encouraged to express their ideas freely. They are able to participate in the school Speech Day performance, and Christmas carol service.
Physical Development
· Children use equipment with increasing skill and confidence, and develop co​
ordination with activities such as throwing and catching, kicking a ball and chasing
hoops.
· Children are keen to take part in the annual School Sports Day and pre-day events, and are awarded Persil Funfit Certificates for basic gymnastic skills.
· Fine motor skills continue to develop through use of small tools, and pencil control is developed further with regular use of pencils, crayons and felt-tip pens.
· Children learn about how their bodies work through topic work.
Knowledge and Understanding of the World
By this stage, children can usually select and use resources and materials effectively.
· They are encouraged to use the CD-ROMs on a regular basis and, where appropriate, are encouraged to use more complicated programs.
· We discuss features of the environment in more detail, and children develop an
awareness of past and present times.
· Children also begin to appreciate other cultures.
· Basic scientific principles are discovered through topic work, and children are
encouraged to record their observations.
*Note – ‘St Winifred's’ refers to and includes St Winifred's School, EYFS, April House Nursery, After School Care and Before School Care
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