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Rationale
Our Mission Statement states that we want all students to maximise their potential, develop a thirst for knowledge and the skills to enable life long learning.  To allow this to happen, our curriculum must be relevant, balanced and must be reviewed on a regular basis.

Our curriculum also reflects our commitment to the ‘Every Child Matters’ agenda which aims to:
· Establish a safe, secure and supportive ethos
· Support  students in making healthy choices
· Remove barriers to learning so students can enjoy and achieve
· Ensure students are listened to and encouraged to lead their own learning
· Support students in contributing to the wider community

This policy cross references with the following policies:
· Teaching and Learning
· Assessment

Curriculum aims
The aims of our curriculum are to enable students to develop:
· a sense of enquiry, the ability to question, solve problems and argue rationally;
· a willingness to apply themselves and an aptitude for lifelong learning;
· knowledge and skills relevant to adult life and employment in a changing world;
· literacy, numeracy and competence in the use of information technology;
· their creativity, critical awareness, empathy and sensitivity;
· a recognition of their own and others’ achievements, in school and beyond;
· self-esteem, self-worth and self-confidence;
· the skills of working as an individual and as a member of a group or team;
· appropriate moral and spiritual values and tolerance of others, to challenge prejudice, to value each individual and to learn to live together in an atmosphere of mutual respect;
· an awareness of the student’s place in the community and opportunities for service to each other and to the community

The design of our curriculum must take into account the 14 – 19 agenda.

The Curriculum 2009-10
In the lower school, most curriculum areas base their teaching schemes on the National Curriculum and monitor the progress of students against the level descriptors.  Departments that do not follow the National Curriculum have developed their own level descriptors against which to measure progress.  
The use of baseline data (MIDYIS) enables staff to check that progress is in line with expectations. The courses in Year 7 to 9 are complete in themselves as well as providing a strong foundation for GCSE.  At the end of Year 7, students choose a second language; having studied French, they choose either Spanish or German (students do have the option to drop French and study German and Spanish).  For some students, this is not appropriate – they do support activities to help with their core subjects of English, Maths and Science. The Maths Department accelerate the top set in Year 9 and the Science Department start their GCSE course for all students at the start of Year 9.  This enables the best mathematicians to take their GCSE at the end of Year 10 and then continue with AS Maths; with Science, the top groups are able to sit separate Science GCSEs at the end of Year 11.  

As well as studying the core subjects in Year 10 and 11, most students choose four options subjects with a choice of language from one option. For a few students, choosing a language is not appropriate; these students join the Study Support group.   Students are encouraged to choose a balanced range of subjects – option groups are created from students’ choices.  Students make their option choices in February of their Year 9 and start their options in mid June.  PSD lessons are used to help them prepare for making choices and an Options Evening is organised for students and their parents.  

In Year 10, all students take part in Work Experience spending two weeks in work placements.  Students are encouraged to organise their own placements.  During Year 11, students are given support and guidance in their decisions about further education.  PDL lessons are used as well as the Next Steps evening where representatives from local colleges come into school. 

Schemes of Work
Heads of Departments are responsible for developing schemes of work that reflect the above aims.  In particular, schemes 
· are explicit about learning outcomes
· are differentiated, including enrichment activities for gifted students
· give strategies for assessment for learning
· state optional and compulsory assessment opportunities
· suggest opportunities for independent learning
· refer to spiritual, moral, social and cultural aspects
· suggest suitable homeworks
· are available on the school network system
· are evaluated and updated on a regular basis.

Timetable
At present, the school operates a 30 lesson week with single lessons being 50 minutes long. The timetable is organised over two weeks (Week 1 and Week 2). We have recently changed from 40 minute lessons in order to allow teachers to develop ideas more effectively giving more time to students to work on tasks. The school day is structured as follows:

8.45-9.00	Morning registration
9.05-9.55 Lesson 1
10.00-10.50 Lesson 2
10.050-11.10 Break
11.15-12.05 Lesson 3
12.10-1.00	Lesson 4
1.00-1.50	Lunch
1.55- 2.45	Lesson 5
2.50-3.35	Lesson 6
3.40-3.45	Afternoon registration

The five minutes between lessons is to allow students and staff to transfer between classes – it enables the school to have full 50 minute lessons.

Year 7
Students are organised into four teaching groups using our Entrance Exam results together with data and information from our feeder schools.  Students are taught for most subjects in these groups.  For PE, DT/HE and Art/Textiles, the groups are mixed ability.  All students are tested using MidYIS at the beginning of the year, the results of which are a useful tool for teachers to monitor progress. The subjects and lesson allocations are:

	Subject
	Lessons per 2 week2
	Subject
	Lessons per 2 weeks

	English
	7
	Study Skills
	0.5

	Mathematics
	8
	IT
	2.5

	Science
	8
	Art/Textiles
	3

	French
	6
	DT/HE
	4

	History
	3
	PDL
	2

	Geography
	3
	Drama
	1

	RS
	3
	PE
	6

	Music
	3
	
	



Year 8
The end of year examinations, together with the half termly assessments are used to look critically at the teaching groups. A small number of changes to groups usually occur.  Students choose a second language although some students will have support lessons instead of the second language.  Most subjects are taught in these ability groups but in Year 8, the Maths Department create their own groups. The subjects and lessons allocations are:

	Subject
	Lessons per 2 weeks
	Subject
	Lessons per 2 weeks

	English
	7
	Language 2
	4

	Mathematics
	7
	IT
	3

	Science
	8
	Art/Textiles
	3

	Language 1
	4
	DT/HE
	4

	History
	3
	PDL
	2

	Geography
	3
	Drama
	1

	RS
	3
	PE
	6

	Music
	2
	
	


Year 9
Again, teaching groups are reviewed and changes made.  English, Mathematics and Science create their own groups.   The subjects and lesson allocations are:

	Subject
	Lessons per 2 weeks
	Subject
	Lessons per 2 weeks

	English
	7
	Language 2
	4

	Mathematics
	7
	IT
	3

	Science
	8
	Art/Textiles
	3

	Language 1
	4
	DT/HE
	4

	History
	3
	PDL
	2

	Geography
	3
	Drama
	1

	RS
	3
	PE
	6

	Music
	2
	
	



Years 10 and 11
The subjects and lesson allocations are:

	Subject
	Lessons per 2 weeks
	Subject
	Lessons per 2 weeks

	English
	9
	Option 1
	6

	Mathematics
	8
	Option 2
	6

	Science
	12
	Option 3
	6

	PE
	4
	Option 4
	6

	IT/RS
	1
	PDL
	2



The option blocks for our present Year 10 are:

	Option 1
	Option 2
	Option 3
	Option 4

	IT
	Drama
	Drama
	French

	RS
	PE
	DT(Res. Mat.)
	Spanish

	History
	HE
	Geography
	German

	DT(Graphics)
	Art
	BCS
	Study Support

	Music
	History
	Child Dev.
	

	HE
	
	History
	

	Geography
	
	Textiles
	



The option blocks for our present Year 11 are:

	Option A
	Option B
	Option C
	Option D

	IT
	BCS
	Geography
	French

	DT (Graphics)
	RS
	German
	Drama

	Music
	HE
	Study Support
	HE

	History
	Art
	History
	PE

	BCS
	French
	Spanish
	German

	Geography
	Geography
	
	Textiles

	Child Dev.
	DT (RM)
	
	



Trips and Visits

As a school, we believe it is important to look for opportunities to extend and enhance the curriculum outside the classroom.  Some of these opportunities are designed to give gifted and talented students a chance to be challenged.  This year, we are planning the following trips and visits: 

September – Year 8 Rocks trip
November – Year 9 Geography field trip to Highland Water
November – Year 9 visit the Imperial War Museum
December – Year 7 visit the Roman Baths in Bath
January – Year 8 visited by the author Craig Simpson
March – Year 8 visit St. Mary’s Stadium as part of Geography course
Easter holidays – Years 10 and 11 History / German trip to Berlin
May – Year 8 visit the Gurdwara in Portswood
May – Year 7 day trip to France
June – Year 10 field trips
July – Science / Geography trip to California / Arizona / Utah 

Extra Curricula Activities
The school encourages staff to run a range of extra-curricular activities.  The majority run on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday afternoons; on these days, we run three late buses that leave school at 5.15pm.  Our current activities are: 

Orchestra			Jazz Band
Wind Band			Choir
Rock Band			Games and Puzzles Club
Chess Club			Range of drop in sessions for curriculum support
Senior Drama Club		Junior Drama Club
Reading Club		Cooking Club
ICT ‘drop in’			House activities
Film Club			Survival and Sustainability Club	
Off Road Buggy Club	Creative Writing Club
Girls Football Club		Mercury Magazine
Running Club		Orienteering Club
Football teams		Netball teams
Table Tennis Club		Athletics Club
Cricket Club

Policy ratified:  November 2009 

Any changes dictated by new legislation will automatically supersede the relevant sections of this policy.


* ‘School’ refers to and includes After School Care, Before School Care, April House Nursery and St Winifred’s School
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