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The National Perspective on Special Educational Needs

Over recent years there have been significant changes in the area of Additional Needs; the basis of which is to promote an ‘inclusive’ philosophy in all schools.

The Code of Practice for Additional Needs and The Disability and Discrimination Act have major implications for the way that schools cater for students with additional needs.

· ALL teachers are now expected to take responsibility for identifying additional needs and for supporting students with these needs.

· ALL teachers must be fully involved in the planning and delivering of a curriculum that caters for all abilities.

The 2002 Code of Practice States that:  ‘All teachers are teachers of students with additional educational need.  Teaching such students is therefore a whole school responsibility, requiring whole school response.’

The categories of Additional Needs as deduced by the code are:

1. Behavioural, Educational and Social Development.

2. Communication and Interaction.

3. Cognition and Learning

4. Sensory and/or Physical
The Gregg School adheres to the above policies for all students that attend the school.  
Admissions and Special Needs

On application to the school we advise parents of children with special educational needs to discuss their needs with the Head Teacher and the Learning Support Department.  Treating every child as an individual is important to us, and we welcome students with special educational needs, providing that our Learning Support Department can offer them the support they require.  We do not, however, have the facilities to offer highly specialised and intensive treatment.  

Parents should provide a copy of an Educational Psychologist’s report or medical report to support any requests for extra time or special arrangements for external examinations.
On Entry

Each student with a special need requires special consideration and treatment.  If appropriate, adjustments will need to be put in place.  We will discuss thoroughly with parents and their medical advisors the adjustments that can be made for their child once they have accepted the offer of a place and before he/she becomes a student at the school.

Our Learning Support Department staff are qualified and experienced, and are able to support students with specific learning difficulties, dyslexia, dyspraxia and dyscalculia.

Monitoring and Review

We ask that parents obtain an Educational Psychologist’s report to enable us to have a clear understanding of their child’s difficulties.  We offer specialist one to one lessons as well as support from Learning Support Assistants in the classroom.  We work closely with the child and his/her parents to help him/her to overcome the barriers that his/her difficulties present.

Our Learning Support Department will prepare an Individual Learning Plan for each child setting achievable targets.  The plan is reviewed regularly, and the child is encouraged to take ownership and set his/her own targets.

Physical Accessibility

We recognise that some children with special educational needs may also have physical disabilities.  Parents and prospective parents of disabled children may view the school’s Accessibility Plan and Disability Policy on our website (www.gregg.southampton.sch.uk).   This shows the ways in which we plan to make our buildings progressively more accessible to disabled students, parents and visitors.  

English as a Second Language

In order to cope with the academic and social demands of school, students should have a good command of spoken and written English.  We may recommend that some children, whose first language at home is not English, receive tuition in English as an additional language. 



Staff Training

Our teaching staff receive information on the learning requirements of students within the school who have special educational needs.

Charging Policy

Special Learning Support lessons are charged at £13:00 for each lesson taken.    
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